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Combating right-wing extremism in Slovakia: State of affairs, actors, strategies 

Grigorij Mesežnikov 

1. Introduction 

  

The state of affairs in combating right-wing extremism in Slovakia should be considered in 

multiple contexts – the overall situation on extremist scene and prevailing trends in activities 

of extremist groupings, capabilities of anti-extremist actors, their interaction and commitment, 

dominant tendencies in country’s political life, broader socio-economic and socio-cultural 

environment influencing  public attitudes to extremism (accepting, rejecting, neglecting).  

 

There is a set of factors (historic, political, socio-cultural, ethno-demographic) which create 

relatively favorable environment for activities of far-right extremist groups in Slovakia. 

Accumulation of these factors during the short period of post-communist transformation can 

have synergetic effect. Symptoms of such synergy can be encountered in the last few years. 

 

2. Extremist Politics on Rise – What to Do with This? 

 

During the last few years in Slovakia the activization of far-right extremist, racist and  neo-

Nazi groups could be observed. Surfing on the waves of the strengthened nationalist discourse 

in country’s public and political life, deliberately developed by the “mainstream” national-

populist political actors (parties of the ruling coalition Smer-SNS-HZDS, operated in Slovakia 

since July 2006 till July 2010), and parasitizing on the existent social problems in some 

Slovakia’s regions, namely in remote areas of the eastern Slovakia (high rate of 

unemployment, criminality, social deprivation/exclusion of  Roma population), members of 

extremist and ultra-nationalist groupings have come up with the new tactics. They changed 

organizational principles of their activities, imitating the concept of autonomous nationalists 

known in Western Europe, conducting practical steps to infiltrate the official party system. 

They started to communicate directly with their potential supporters in organizing local public 

events (rallies, manifestations, marches, pre-electoral meetings) in reaction to strong 

disappointment of substantial portion of local population with social conditions of life and 
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inability of authorities to solve disturbing problems existing in relations between Roma and 

non-Roma population. Clashes between police and extremists offered the latter opportunity to 

propagate their views, presenting themselves as martyrs fighting for “national justice”. In 

May 2009 members of neo-Nazi groups de facto disrupted the program of the Gay Pride 

Parade in Bratislava. Demonstrating unusual self-confidence and behavior, marked by open 

intolerance and vulgar homophobia, they physically attacked participants of the event and 

only severe measures of policemen (however conducted with certain delay) prevented 

development toward worse situation. Anniversaries of select events of national history and 

other symbolic communication events (public installments of “nationally” or ethnically-

related-artifacts – statues of heroes of national mythology) also created opportunities for 

extremists groups to deliver their messages to potential constituency as well as to general 

public.  

 

Political relevance can be attributed to the efforts of extremist groups to transform themselves 

into the established “mainstream” political formation (no matter what name is used for such 

formation), to become politically “salonfähig” in order to attract the core of radical nationalist 

electorate. The extremists’ goal is to become the legitimate and officially recognized 

competitor to established nationalist political forces, to be a piece of main-stream “political 

puzzles”. Although Slovak neo-fascists formally failed to renew the party under the initial 

name Slovenská pospolitosť (Slovak Community), dissolved by Supreme Court in 2005 or to 

establish the brand new party, they succeeded to overcome potential legal barriers for 

engagement in political life through takeover of leadership in an already existing and 

registered marginal political party. Thanks to this they, in fact, came up from political 

illegality to official political scene. They renamed the given party and used it as a vehicle for 

incorporation into mainstream politics. The sequence of their steps was the following: in 2009  

members of the prohibited neo-fascist party Slovenská pospolitosť entered the Party of 

Friends of Wine and changed its name twice (first, to Ľudová strana sociálnej solidarity 

/People’s Party of Social Solidarity/,  and then to Ľudová strana – Naše Slovensko /People’s 

Party – Our Slovakia). This party run in the recent parliamentary elections in June 2010 and 

gained 1.33 percent of votes (33 742 voters). The Party failed to overcome the 5-percent-

threshold to qualify into the parliament as well as to overcome the 3-percent-threshold for 
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getting money from the state budget for reimbursement of expenses for participation in 

elections, however it has shown the best result ultranationalist and extremist forces reached in 

electoral history of modern democratic Slovakia ever. Earlier, in regional elections in 

November 2009, leader of this party Marian Kotleba run as an independent candidate for 

governor’s  position in Banská Bystrica region and gained 10.03 percent of votes (13 629 

voters).  

 

In June 2010 parliamentary elections the “mainstream” nationalist party SNS succeeded to 

qualify into the parliament, but with substantial loses of votes compare to 2006 elections 

(11.73 % in 2006, 5.07% in 2010). Although the main beneficiary from the SNS poor results 

in 2010 was the left (self-declared “social democratic”) national-populist party Smer that 

attracted substantial segment of traditional SNS’s voters, in case of further political 

weakening of SNS (as a result of expected internal party turbulences, public revelations of 

circumstances of SNS corrupt scandals in previous electoral tenure etc.), the another 

beneficiary at the expense of SNS could be ultranationalist, racist, extremist, neo-fascist 

political formation, which is evidently trying to apply pro-active tactics hoping to get the 

votes of the most radical core of SNS electorate. 

 

Success of any political force in political competition is dependent of number of factors: 

country’s socio-economic situation, public perception of policies, system of value orientations 

of the population, country’s historic and ideological legacy, prevailing patterns of political 

culture, state of inter-ethnic and inter-faith relations in society with multi-cultural and poly-

ethnic character, professionalism of party’s leadership etc. The case of anti-systemic, 

antidemocratic political forces (extremists, fascists, ultranationalist, neo-Nazis) is a specific 

one. As their programs, proposals and activities contradict the basic principles and values of 

liberal democracy, aiming to destroy its fundaments and to replace it by non-democratic 

regime, society needs to work out system of self-protection, resistance against malicious  

political elements and to neutralize possible consequences of their activities. This system 

should include arrangements and measures in the areas of legislation, prosecution and 

education.  
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State of affairs in three areas is of high importance for further development in the filed of 

combating right-wing extremism and neo-fascism/neo-Nazism in Slovakia: 

 

1. The set up (prioritizing) of the state policy against extremism threat, the overall 

treatment to the issue (proportion of repressive, preventive and prophylactic 

measures), organizational, structural and ideological preparedness of the state to fight 

extremism and to protect efficiently possible targets/victims of extremism. 

2. Way of interaction between various actors of anti-extremist policies (state institutions, 

politicians, NGOs, civic initiatives – organized and spontaneous, media, public 

intellectuals etc.), adequacy of civil society’s capacities in combating extremism. 

3. Positions of right-wing extremists in society, degree of their acceptance, public 

attitude toward organized racist and neo-fascist activities.  

 

3. Recent Changes in Government’s Policy Set Up  

 

On the macro-political level the major political change took place in Slovakia as a result of 

June 2010 parliamentary elections (replacement of “left-leaning” national-populist coalition 

Smer-SNS-HZDS by the center-right liberal-conservative coalition SDKU-SaS-KDH-Most). 

This change (however very recent) allows to compare the approaches of both – previous and 

current – administrations to the issue, and (in time perspective) to identify the degree of 

continuity and modification/innovation of the anti-extremist policies. 

 

According to independent experts as well as (symptomatically) to extremists themselves since 

2006 police in Slovakia was often inactive against extremist activities, starting to act only 

after criminal acts were committed and were revealed/publicized by the media (similar 

approach of police was typical for period of 1994 – 2000). Extremists and neo-Nazis, feeling 

evident decline in police commitment to fight extremism and to protect its possible targets, 

comparing to period 2000 – 2006, started again organizing public events, including 

manifestations and concerts of neo-Nazi rock-groups. Under the criticism and pressure of 

NGOs and independent media, the police conducted several spectacular actions against 

extremists (mostly during the mentioned public events), however without serious legal 
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consequences. That encouraged extremists to be even more assertive. In 2006 – 2010, 

country’s strong nationalist public and political discourse as well as Fico’s government 

doctrine of boosting “Slovak patriotism” played in favor of extremists and radical nationalists 

giving them opportunity to present themselves as the “genuine” part of this “patriotic” trend.  

 

It is worth mentioning the immediate positive change occurred after new government of Iveta 

Radičová was constituted in July 2010. This was the change of atmosphere in public 

discourse, the downplaying ethnic nationalism and tangible relief in inter-ethnic relations. 

Although the issue of Slovak-Hungarian inter-ethnic relations is less relevant for right-wing 

extremist agenda than the so-called Roma issue, disappearance of the strong anti-Hungarian 

nationalist discourse, energized by Fico’s coalition on the level of governmental policy in the 

previous electoral term, undoubtedly created better conditions for resistance against radical 

nationalists and extremists. The new government in any way can not be characterized as a 

coalition of Slovak ethnic nationalists (as the previous coalition led by Robert Fico has been). 

Moreover, the political party supported - by the prevailing part of Slovakia’s Hungarian 

minority and led by charismatic politician of Hungarian origin - is a constituent part of new 

ruling coalition that should favorably influence the state minority policy.  

 

The program of new coalition government included provisions on necessity to intensify the 

fight against extremism. By doing so the government has recognized the importance of the 

issue. Formulations of provisions indicate the effort to interlink legal, human right and social 

aspects in approach to the issue, to apply more complex approach: “Slovakia’s government 

declares that extremism in any of its expressions should not have place in our society. The 

government will use all legal competences and tools to fight extremism, including personal 

and professional strengthening the capacities in combating extremism and it will increase 

their quality further. Using all available means government will prevent extremists from 

taking the initiative into their hands to solve the problems related to Roma community. 

Government will enforce the principle of “zero tolerance” to individual, group and 

institutional violence committed in contradiction with principles of human rights guaranteed 

by country’s constitution and international treaties. After completing the analysis of the 

current state, the government will approve the new concept of fight against extremism”. 
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Radičová’s government also promises to “enforce the sober patriotism and consciousness of 

belongness to Europe”, to “reject nationalism and totalitarian ideologies” and to “fight against 

the signs of extremism, racism, xenophobia and anti-Semitism”. The government expresses its 

commitment to overcome the social exclusion of Roma which worsens the relations between 

Roma minority and majority population and increases the danger of spreading extremism.  

Assessing the new government’s intents and taking into consideration some practical steps 

already conducted in fighting right-wing extremism, one can define the situation as a 

demonstration of will to tackle with the issue (however thorough evaluation can be made only 

later). 

 

4. State as an Actor of Resistance to Extremism 

 

Although in Slovakia state is considered as a main actor of anti-extremist policy, this 

definition can be applied without reservations only in the area of repression. In the area of 

preventive, prophylactic and educative activities as well as in the filed of the monitoring of 

extremist activities one can speak about division of roles between state institutions and NGOs. 

 

In the area of repression the system of key institutions includes Minister of Interior and its 

operational security unit (Police Corps), prosecutors, courts and special (secret) services. 

Police is faced namely with violent acts or another violations of law, prevailingly dealing with 

the consequences of extremists’ activities, in less degree it deals with the reasons. However, 

since 2001 Slovak police started to treat the issue in more diversified and sophisticated 

manner, applying elements of specialization in its organizational structures, responsible for 

combating extremism. In 2001, Ministry of Interior established the Center for monitoring 

racism and xenophobia at the Police Corps. In 2003 this ministry formed on the central level 

the Commission for Coordination of Activities Eliminating Racially Motivated Criminal Acts 

and Extremism. Such commission were later also established on the regional level. All these 

commissions included representatives of NGOs. In 2004 the special unit – Department for 

Fighting Racism and Extremism – was established within the Office for Fighting Organized 

Crime at the Presidency of Police Corps. Since 2005 the special departments dealing with 

extremism and juvenile crime were constituted at the regional police branches.  
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In 2007, Presidency of Police Corps formed the “Multidisciplinary integrated expert group to 

eliminate racially motivated criminal activity and extremism”(MISO).  Among the reasons the 

representatives of Ministry of Interior mentioned to justify the creation of given commission 

there have been risks of the direct threats represented by extremists for flawless functioning of 

democratic society as well as signs of intolerance and hatred toward people of various ethnic 

and racial origin. The commission included representative of 9 ministries, Office of the 

Government, Office of Prosecutor General, Slovak Information Service and NGOs. The 

defined working agenda of the group included submitting the proposals of systemic solutions, 

exchange of information in the area of fight against extremism, investigative, coordinative 

and educative activities. MISO has constituted four sub-groups: conceptual, legislative, 

educative, monitoring (operative). 

 

Independent experts assessed in positive way the establishment of the specialized police units 

for fighting extremism on the central and regional level and cooperation between police and 

representatives of NGO involved in anti-extremist activities, however, they criticized the fact 

that the mentioned measures were implemented too late. In some regions police units 

launched several educative projects in cooperation with NGOs, schools and organs of local 

and regional self-government. The projects were aimed to increase knowledge about racism 

and extremism among youth (pupils, students) and teachers, to improve abilities of policemen 

and public administration officials in fighting extremists), however the tendency to prefer 

repression over prevention and education still prevail in approach of state organs, including 

police. Indication of this tendency could be the fact the core of anti-extremist activities is still 

laying upon the Ministry of Interior and its repressive organs, not upon other ministries 

relevant for dealing with the issue (Ministry of Education, Ministry of Labor and Social 

Affairs). In some cases the repressive measures conducted by police against extremists’ 

actions (manifestations, rallies) deserved criticism from independent experts due to 

insufficient level of professionalism, poor coordination and management, that at the end 

enabled extremists to present their image of unjustly oppressed  fighters for ideas and needs of 

ordinary people. The problem seems to be also low efficiency of prosecution of expressions of 

verbal racism and anti-Semitism by fans/hooligans during football matches or public rallies of 

extremists, when police does not intervene against verbal expressions of racial hatred and 
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offensive racist remarks addressed to different groups of people (minorities, ethnic and 

religious communities) which constitute the violation of Penal Code, while extremists do not 

commit direct physical assaults against police or citizens.  

5. Public Acceptance of Extremism: Ups and Downs 

Analyzing the issue of public acceptance of right-wing extremists it needs to take into account 

the declared public attitude to extremism and extremists‘ activities (findings from public 

opinion polls), but also the adherence of population to different types of political culture, 

attitude toward minorities, liberal democratic values, level of people’s tolerance to society’s 

diversity. Important part of the issue are stances of relevant political actors, their attitude to 

extremists and radical nationalists, sincerity of their commitment to fight extremists and 

protect rights of social groups targeted by them.  

According to public opinion poll, conducted by the Institute for Public Affairs (IVO) in 2008, 

most people in Slovakia feel the highest social distance toward skinheads and neo-Nazis. 82% 

of Slovakia’s citizens would not want skinheads, neo-Nazis for neighbors, however such 

strong social distance came about as a result of the lingering image of skinheads and neo-

Nazis as persons who resort to violence with respect to anybody who disagrees, openly 

subscribe to extermination of entire population groups, demonstrate loyalty to the Nazi 

ideology, approve Nazi war crimes, use Nazi slogans and greetings and proudly wear Nazi 

symbols.  But physical appearance of extremist participants of anti-Roma demonstrations in 

eastern Slovakia in 2009 – 2010 (members of Slovenská pospolitosť and other similarly 

oriented  groupings) differs from the described image: they look more ‘civil’ and they do not 

openly advertise values ordinary citizens feel repelled by in the long term. They refrain from 

making open references to historic fascism or Nazism and highlight the issues most local 

inhabitants view as relevant for their everyday lives (i.e. the so called “Romany criminality”). 

Thanks to this image, it is not unlikely that substantial part of the population in some 

country’s regions not only could identify with the extremists’ position on the “Roma issue” 

but could also accept them as a legitimate social force or at least a group that will no longer be 

stigmatized by strong social distance.  
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The factor increasing the public acceptance of racists and extremists is undoubtedly the high 

level of social distance of the population toward Roma (69% respondents in the quoted 

opinion poll did not want Roma for neighbors) as well as existent racial prejudices against 

Roma. Inability of authorities to improve social situation of Roma and to protect local people 

from the consequences of law-breaking activities of some Roma inhabitants can also play in 

favor of higher acceptance of extremists. Historic revisionism and positive attitude to the war-

time Slovak state, demonstrated by some public figures (nationalist politicians, hierarchs of 

the Catholic Church, “nationally oriented” historians etc.), creates opportunities to extremists 

to identify themselves with this trend. Moreover, in recent years representatives of the 

‘patriotic’ opinion stream (e.g. members and sympathizers of Matica slovenská, historic 

cultural organization, sponsored by the state) issued statements that featured positive 

references to members of ultranationalist and extremist groupings including Slovenská 

pospolitosť. They described them as good-tempered young people who care about the nation’s 

well-being, historical traditions and national consciousness.  Local leaders of Matica 

slovenská in Puchov Marián Mišun (he serves as city policemen in this town) became one of 

the leading persons of Slovenská pospolitosť, engaged in public events organized by this 

grouping on central and local level (however the fact that he openly claimed to the neo-fascist 

organization has led central leadership of Matica slovenská to distance itself from his 

activities and legally to sue him for misuse of Matica slovenská’s name for political 

purposes). To make more visible “spiritual connection” between Slovenská pospolitosť and 

the “patriotic opinion stream”, leader of Slovenská pospolitosť Marián Kotleba entered 

Matica slovenská in the local branch headed by M. Mišun.  

 

In some localities, people known by their ties to the radical and extremist scene, are employed 

in public administration and they continue to influence public discourse (as it happened with 

the book of poetry about war-time Slovak state president Jozef Tiso, coauthored by two MPs, 

including MP for “social democratic” party Smer and by employees of regional public 

administration). There were also cases of engagement of persons belonging to extremist 

organizations into main-stream public cultural and artistic activities. For example, Rastislav 

Rogel, former theater actor and one of the most prominent figures among Slovak neo-Nazis, 

known by his physical brutality and violent behavior against antifascists and Jews, was 
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engaged by two TV channels (TV Markíza and TV Joj, the two country’s largest private TV 

stations) for featuring in episodes of popular soap operas.  

 

Installment of statue of Svätopluk, prince of medieval Great Moravia, in front of Bratislava 

Castle, initiated by party Smer few days before parliamentary elections in June 2010 as a part 

of party’s election campaign, created site and pretext for spectacular public events organized 

by neo-fascists in the center of Slovakia’s capital city. Svätopluk’s statue, authored by Ján 

Kulich, the prominent sculptor of the Communist era, was decorated by insignia replicating 

insignia of war-time Slovak fascist state. After the installment neo-fascists, members of 

Slovenská pospolitosť organized several “national marches” to the statue, demonstrating their 

adherence to Svätopluk and to the mentioned fascist insignia. After June parliamentary 

elections, the new speaker of parliament, Richard Sulík (chairman of liberal party SaS), 

summoned commission of experts whose task was to advice him how to proceed further with 

the statue - either to remain it on its original place, to remove it or to re-install in on another 

place. Political and intellectual representatives of the national-populist scene (the so-called 

“patriots”), who consider Svätopluk “the King of Old Slovaks” (this theory was fiercely 

criticized by prominent academic historians as pseudoscientific and mythological),   launched 

laud campaign against the removal of statue blaming new government in “anti-Slovak”, “anti-

national” stances. Neo-fascists joined this campaign. For extremists the case of Svätopluk’s 

statue  became the welcomed and long expected opportunity to position themselves openly as 

a part of broader “movement” for preserving national historic and cultural heritage. 

Symptomatically, conditions for such a positioning have been constituted by the mainstream 

national-populist political actors, namely by the self-declared “social democrats” of Smer. 

 

Extremists are using attributes of various subcultures (music, sport, style of dressing) in order 

to attract new members. They are using internet for intra-community communication as well 

as for wide propaganda of their views. New communication technologies are widening space 

for extremists’ activities, especially for deliverance of their message to their target groups. 

Socio-cultural factors are another side of the coin. Trying to gain support from young people, 

extremists use relatively high distance among Slovak youth toward cultural diversity, 

represented by ethnic minorities, various confessional groups, foreigners, immigrants. 
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Summarizing (in simplified way) the findings from surveys conducted by Center for the 

Research of Ethnicity and Culture (CVEK) and Open Society Foundation (OSF) in the high 

classes of basic schools in 2008, one can come to conclusion that  big portion of teenagers (in 

some questions even half of the surveyed sample) is inclining to isolationist and anti-

multicultural stances. Therefore this part of young population can be addressed by neo-Nazis 

with their rhetoric on necessity to prefer interests and needs of the “white, genuine Slovaks”. 

Recent elections have shown that support for extremists is higher in localities with higher 

share of Roma population. Symptomatically, in the simulated voting in national elections in 

select secondary schools in eastern part of Slovakia extremists from Slovenská pospolitosť 

(ĽSNS) gained in some schools support on the level which would enable them to be elected 

into parliament.  

 

It seems that consensus across main-stream political spectrum to prevent infiltration of 

extremists to official politics, which existed in previous years, has been recently eroded. Some 

politicians publicized their considerations arguing that extremists, being a part of official 

party scene but still remaining the marginal force, can weaken the main-stream radical 

(however not anti-systemic) nationalist party SNS. It needs to say that this kind of 

considerations means factual recognition of extremists as a legitimate player of domestic 

political life. It indicates also that main-stream politicians underestimate the role of extremists 

as actors influencing public discourse by malicious elements threatening democracy and 

peaceful coexistence of various ethnic, racial and religious communities. 

 

6. Civil Society against Extremism: Actors and Strategies 

 

Important part of systemic fight against right-wing extremism is cooperation between state 

institutions and civil society actors (NGOs, civic initiatives). Mixed experience was 

accumulated in the last decade in Slovakia in this area. While on political level some serious 

problems, caused mostly by different (or changing) set up of ruling elites, were encountered, 

on the level of practical steps there has been relatively positive examples confirming that 

common efforts can bring tangible results. Cooperation between state and civil society so far 

included: 
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- participation of NGO representatives in commission for elimination of racially motivated 

criminality and extremism on central and regional level, 

 

- work of civil society actors on the preparation and implementation of preventive projects,  

 

- taking part of experts from NGOs on educational training programs and courses aimed to 

increase level of knowledge and abilities of persons involved into fight against extremism,  

 

 - NGOs activities in releasing and distributing the methodical publications focused on the 

issues of racism, discrimination, xenophobia and intolerance.  

 

As far as a content of the education focused on the issue of extremism is concerned, 

peculiarity of Slovakia’s ethno-political and social structure as well as historic legacy requires 

that part of preventive system should be such activities which  embrace true multiculturalism 

that take into account the diversity of the Slovak society, complexity of historical 

circumstances and current social situation of various population categories including ethnic 

minorities. 

 

NGOs dealing with the issue of right-wing extremism are conducting their activities in the 

areas of direct actions, monitoring, advocacy, education, training and policy research. 

Open Society Foundation (OSF), the grant-making and operational foundation, founded in 

1992, included issue of hate crime and fighting right-wing extremism into its legal program. 

Main goal of this initiative is to increase the level of tolerance in society toward different 

communities of people and to contribute into combating extremism and racial hatred.  

OSF initiated the creation of a platform of NGOs and experts working with the issue of hate 

crime and extremism. The platform offers space for discussion on strategic options of civil 

society sector in prevention and fighting hate crime, right wing extremism, and support of 

tolerance in society. The Platform is functioning on the base of topical meetings. New 

applicants, joining the platform, have to be approved by platform members. List of OSF 

partners in the Hate Crime and Extremism Program includes police organs, Methodical 
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Educational Center in Bratislava (special organization founded by Ministry of Education), 

NGOs People against Racism, Institute for Civic Education, Citizen, Democracy and 

Responsibility and Bratislava office of Friedrich Ebert Stiftung.  

OSF released two editions of book No Fear of Extremism, an output from the same-entitled 

educational project for the elementary and high school teachers and police experts dealing 

with prevention of extremism. Publication is available on  OSF website. OSF is organizing 

public events and expert discussions about extremism and hate crime (recently discussion of 

domestic and international experts Cyber Hate vs. Freedom of Speech on intolerance and 

extremism on internet). In of its grant-making activities OSF supports Slovak NGOs working 

in the area of  fighting extremism (People against Racism, Institute for Civic Education).  

Civic association People against Racism (ĽPR), founded in 2003, is focused on monitoring 

and combating racism and extremists’ activities. One of the main priorities of the organization 

is systemic education of citizens with the purpose to eliminate racial prejudices. ĽPR 

established its own documentation and communication center for fighting racism and direct 

phone link on racism as a channel of getting and spreading information on situation in 

Slovakia. 

Activities of ĽPR include expert work and monitoring of racism, free-of-charge legal 

assistance to victims of racism, racially motivated attacks and any forms of discrimination, 

holding on cultural and sport events oriented to spreading the anti-racist ideas and 

presentation of different cultures and ethnicities, educational activities in the area of racism, 

totalitarian political systems and discrimination, efforts to eliminate racism in sport.  

ĽPR released the Report on Expressions of Racism, Anti-Semitism, Nationalism and Other 

Types of Intolerance on Football Stadiums in 2008 – 2009. In 2010 the organization 

published a brochure entitled Facebook 1939 which maps expressions of hate against ethnic 

and racial minorities in social networks on internet. ĽPR co-organized various public events 

against extremists (marches, happenings, manifestations). Organization legally sues persons 

and organizations suspicious in racially motivated criminal activities, including hate speeches. 
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Civic association Institute for Civic Education (IOV), established in 2002, is an analytical 

center dealing with the issue of extremism and extremist scene with special emphasize to 

security dimension. IOV released Reports on Security Policy in the Area of Extremism in 

2007 and 2008. Experts cooperating with IOV are preparing analytical and informative 

materials on Slovakia for websites dealing with extremism. 

Civic association Citizen, Democracy and Accountability (ODZ), established in 1992 

(initially foundation Minority Rights Group – Slovakia), focuses its activities primarily on the 

„enforcement of a right to human dignity for all“ and „protection against discrimination“. 

ODZ is carrying out the project Multilevel Empowerment of Expert Capacities in Anti-

Discrimination Domain.  The main objective of the project is to strengthen expert capacities 

of lawyers and journalists as well as other target groups (members of NGOs, public officials) 

through extensive antidiscrimination training.  The organization is doing the mapping of legal 

environment in this area, identifying possibilities to improve conditions for protection against 

discrimination, and, at the same time, identifying legal barriers preventing or thwarting such 

protection. The organization is also providing antidiscrimination education and practical 

training for university students.  

Milan Šimečka Foundation (NMŠ), non-governmental organization founded in 1991, is 

focused on empowering the civil society and democracy. NMŠ’s program portfolio includes 

three program lines – education in human rights and multiculturalism, people’s destiny during 

the Holocaust of WWII (Jews and Roma) and current common life of Roma and non-Roma 

citizens. Among educational materials that NMŠ recently published there is set of three 

working papers on fight against anti-Semitism and other forms of discrimination for pupils of 

high classes of basic schools and students of first classes of secondary schools.  

Center for the Research of Ethnicity and Culture (CVEK), independent non-governmental 

analytical center, created in 2005, is focused on research and analytical activities in the sphere 

of culture and ethnicity (minority issues, social exclusion, social construction of ethnic and 

cultural identity, race and ethnicity issues, anti-Semitism, intolerance and racism, integration 

of migrants and asylum seekers into the society, discrimination and abusing of minority 

rights). 
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Institute for Public Affairs (IVO), independent, non-governmental analytical center (public 

policy research institute - think-tank) founded in 1997, is dealing with broad scope of relevant 

social issues, including modern nationalism and populism. IVO is surveying socio-cultural 

background of transition to democracy, electoral behavior of the population, state of party 

system, factors of quality of democracy. IVO’s experts frequently comments development on 

political scene, dealing with the issue of radical nationalism and extremism. 

All the mentioned organizations (civic associations, foundations, analytical centers) are 

constituent parts of an informal national coalition of independent non-governmental actors of 

the anti-extremist activities. Representatives of  these NGOs together with other persons 

(activists of other NGOs, public intellectuals, journalists) are often appearing as signatories of 

public documents (declarations, appeals, petitions) reacting to activities of radical nationalists 

and extremist. In March 2010 representatives of some NGOs from the above-mentioned list 

together with representatives of other organizations (M.R. Štefánik’s Conservative Institute, 

weekly Týždeň, Amnesty International Slovakia,) summoned the public manifestation against 

fascism and extremism in front of Presidential palace in Bratislava. The event preceded public 

rally organized on the same place by extremists and neo-fascists (persons around Slovenská 

pospolitosť) on the occasion of anniversary of war-time collaborationist Slovak state. The 

informal association (initiative) UM! in cooperation with other civil society organizations 

(People against Racism, People in Peril) organized several public events in Bratislava with 

clear message protesting against extremism and radical nationalism (including rally for the 

removal of Svätopluk statue from Bratislava Castle and against neo-fascists using this statue 

as a pretext for their public activities).  

7. Conclusions 

Similarly as in many other countries, right-wing extremism in Slovakia is anti-systemic in its 

substance – it is antidemocratic, illiberal, hostile to any opponents, violent and possessing 

direct risks for certain groups of the population (ethnic, racial and confessional minorities, 

adherents of alternative subcultures, persons with anti-racist and anti-fascist views). Being 

still a marginal political force, extremists and neo-fascists are trying to infiltrate the main-

stream politics by imitating “patriotic” trend. Effective common efforts of state administration 
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and various actors of anti-fascist and anti-extremist scene (NGO, civic initiatives, public 

intellectuals) are needed to prevent extremists from spreading their influence, from 

establishing themselves as a relevant actor of political life. Positive changes in approach to the 

issue, represented by new government’s declaration on necessity to intensify combating 

extremism, as well as another positive shift - significant downplaying of nationalist rhetoric 

and discourse after 2010 parliamentary elections should be accompanied by practical steps in 

the areas of legislation, prosecution and education. On political level the cross-party 

consensus on unacceptability of extremists as recognized political players should be re-

established and re-confirmed. 
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Attachment 

LIST OF ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED INTO ANTI-EXTREMIST ACTIVITIES 

IN SLOVAKIA 

Nadácia otvorenej spoločnosti  (Open Society Foundation) – NOS-OSF 

Baštová 5 

811 03 Bratislava 

Slovakia 

phone: +421 2 5441 4730, 5441 6913 

fax:    +421 2 5441 8867 

e-mail: osf@osf.sk 

www.osf.sk 

 

Ľudia proti rasizmu (People against Racism) – ĽPR 

P.O.BOX 33 

820 04  Bratislava 

Slovakia 

phone/fax: +421 2 16 356 

e-mail: info@rasizmus.sk 

www.rasizmus.sk 

 

Inštitút pre občianske vzdelávanie (Institute for Civic Education) – IOV 

Štefánikova 1  

811 06 Bratislava  

Slovakia 

 

Občan, demokracia a zodpovednosť (Citizen, Democracy and Accountability) – ODZ 

Ul. 29. augusta 38 

811 09 Bratislava 

Slovakia 

phone: +421 2 5292 0426 
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fax:     +421 2 5292 5568 

e-mail: oad@oad.sk 

www.oad.sk 

 

Nadácia Milana Šimečku (Milan Šimečka Foundation) – NMŠ 

Panenská 4  

81103 Bratislava  

Slovakia  

phone./fax.:   +421 2 544 335 52  

e-mail:     nms@nadaciams.sk 

www.nadaciamilanasimecku.sk 

 

Centrum pre výskum etnicity a kultúry (Center for t he Research of Ethnicity and 

Culture) – CVEK  

Klariská 14  

811 03 Bratislava 

Slovakia 

phone: +421 2 54 63 06 77 

fax:     +421 2 54 63 06 77  

e-mail: info@cvek.sk 

www.cvek.sk 

 

Inštitút pre verejné otázky (Institute for Public A ffairs) – IVO 

Baštová 5 

811 03 Bratislava 

Slovakia 

phone: + 421 2 54 43 40 30, 54 43 40 31 

fax:     + 421-2-54 43 40 41 

e-mail: ipa@ivo.sk  

www.ivo.sk 

 


